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Cognates




Cognates

One way to draw on students’ first
languages is to discuss cognates and false
cognates.



Using Cognates to Draw on Primary

Language

civilization civilizacion
nistory nistoria
nast nasado
Dloneer Dlonero
colonial colonial

diary diario



Cognate Activities

out book pages on an overhead and
point out cognates

nave students work in pairs to find
cognates in a text

create a cognate wall

create a cognate classroom dictionary




Cognate Activities

Have students work together to find and then
categorize cognates

same spelling — colonial

predictable variation — civilization /
civilizacion

same root — sport/ deporte

fits only one meaning — letter/ letra (of the
alphabet)
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